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airam makes U-turn,
auds IIT, lIM faculties
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with agency inputs '

NEW DELHI

May 27: Facing criticism
for his earlier comments on
II'T and IIM faculties, envi-
ronment” minister Jairam
Ramesh took a U-turn and
praised the institutions on
Friday. He also said that he
has a long association with
the premier institutions.
Earlier this week, Mr
Ramesh had said the facul-
ties and research of the ITTs

and ITMs are not at par with

similar facilities and facul-
ties elsewhere in the world.

Objecting to Mr Ramesh's,

view, HRD minister Kapil
Sibal had said Thursday the
government had *‘complete
trust in the creative poten-
tial” of the teaching staff in
these premier institutes.
“My association with IOT
goes back to 1963 and not
many people can claim a
48-year-old association
with IIT,? Mr Ramesh said
on the sidelines of the 13th
convocation of IIT, Guwa-
hati. He was asked to com-

ment on his earlier state- -

ment regarding ITs and
IIMs. He also said that last
year he had pitched for IITs

to be given a contract for

cleaning the, Ganga. Mr
Ramesh is an alumnus of
IOT-Bombay.

Mr Ramesh said he was
“half expecting” a black-
flag demonstration and that
he was “gratefizl for the fac-
- ulty not giving vent to their

feelings™, referring to the
student protest at TISS,
Mumbai against the pro-
posed Jaitapur nuclear plant
when he had gone there to
address its convocation.
““We brought a consortium
together and they are now
preparing a comprehensive
river ° basin management
plan - for the Ganga river.
This contract was about to
be given to an American
company, but I intervened
and said let’s give it to the
IOTs,” Mr Ramesh said..
“Let’s use the system, let’s
use the faculty, let’s use the
students, let’s build up the
capability  in the IITs. So
this is a very big study. We
are spending .I17 crores to
prepare a comprehensive

river basin. management
plan for the Ganga. All
seven IITs are involved.

And hopefully similar ini-
tiatives will be undertaken
for other river basins,”” Mr
Ramesh added. -

Similarly, Mr Ramesh
said, the services of IIT
Delhi, IIT Kharagpur and
IIT Guwahati were utilised
for many projects.

Objecting to Mr Ramesh’s
earlier view, Mr Sibal on
Thursday had said, “I want
to place on record complete
trust in the creative potential”
of the faculties of 1ITs and
IIMs. Almost 25 per cent of
IOT faculty comprises stu-
dents of ITT's. Surely if there
are world-class students,
there must be world-class
faculty.”
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NEW DELH!

May 27: Facing criticism
for his earlier comments on
IIT and IIM faculties, envi-
ronment minister Jairam
Ramesh took a U-turn and
praised the institutions on
Friday. He also said that he
has a long association with
* the premier institutions.
Earlier this week, Mr
Ramesh had said the facul-
ties and research of the IITs
and IIMs are not at par with
similar facilities and facul-
ties elsewhere in the world.
Objecting to Mr Ramesh’s
view, HRD minister Kapil
Sibal had said Thursday the
government had “complete
trust in the creative poten-
ttal” of the teaching staff in
these institutes. “My associ-
ation with IIT goes back to
1963 and not many people
can claim a 48-year-old
association,” Mr Ramesh
said on the sidelines of the
13th convocation of IIT,
Guwabhati. ll More: Page 4
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After calling its faculty
weak, Ramesh attends
IIT-Guwahati convocatlon

BS REPORTER
New Delhi, 27 May

ENVIRONMENT Minister Jairam Ramesh, who
had earlier this week sparked a controversy over
the quality of faculty at the Indian Instiututes
of Technology (IITs}, today braved all-round
criticismto face students and teachers at IIT-
Guwahati. Ramesh was relieved to find that
there was no black flag demonstration by IIT-
ians at the 13th convocation.

“I'’had expected a black flag demonstration.
Iam grateful to the faculty for not giving vent
to their feelings,” Ramesh told Business Stan-
dard after returning from Gulwahati.

Ramesh, who had on Monday said the quality
of faculty at ITTs and IIMs was not world-class, re-
visited the Nehruvian idea of scientific temper
while making his address at the IIT Guwahati.
“Try and imbibe the spirit of what Nehru'’s scien-
tific temper in whatever you do. You don’t have to
be a follower of his political party to acknowledge
and appreciate its true value,” the minister said.

When asked to respond to the remarks made
by fellow Congressman and HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal, Ramesh declined to comment. Sibal had
yesterday said, although Ramesh was entitled
to his view, such comments should be based on
evidence and not perception.

Talking to Business Standard earlier, Ramesh
had exuded confidence that he had ample sup-
port at home as well as abroad. “I am getting mes-
sages from people, living in this country and
abroad, supporting me on this,” he had said.

He also had some backing in the data sub-
mitted by the government-appointed panel on
IITs. The Kakodkar Committee report on au-
tonomy for IITs, had pointed out to the low num-
. ber of faculty members.
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Ramesh goes down meniory lane

Press Trust of India
Guwahati, May 27
Under attack for controversial com-
ments on faculty quality at the IITs
and IIMs, the Environment Minis-
ter, Mr Jairam Ramesh, today was all
praise for them.

Mr Ramesh, who was here to de-
liver the 13th convocation address at
the IIT, said: “I had a civilised entry
into 1IT-Guwahati today. I had half
expected a black flag
demonstration.”

. Mr Ramesh said his association

, with the IIT goes back to the 1963
. and “not many people can claim a
48-year-old association with I1Ts.”

“Last year we gave a contract to a
consortium of seven IITs. We got a

consortium together and they are
now preparing a comprehensive riv-
er basin management plan for Ganga |
River. This contract was about to be
given to an American company. And
I intervened and I said no, let’s use
the IITs,” the Minister said on the
sidelines of a function here. |
“Let’s use the system, let’s use the
faculty, let’s use the students, let’s
build up the capability in the IIT. So

-this is a very big study; we are spend-

ing Rs 17 crore to prepare a compre-
hensive river basin management
plan for river Ganga.

“All seven 1ITs are involved, And
hopefully similar initiatives will be
done in other river basins,” the min-
ister said. '
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What’s the fuss? IITs
great, could do better

THERE CAN be little question that the Indian Institutes of
Technology — once described by former US President Bill
Clinton in a speech to American audiences as being among the
“great engineering colleges of the world” — and the Indian
Institutes of Management are among the foremost centres in the
world for imparting technology and management education. The
IITs in particular have an enviable record in the quality of their
alumni who have shone in private industry across the world. An

IIT degree is often fused with an IIM diploma to give an aspirant

an edge in industry and business, where the competition is fazor

_sharp at the higher levels. The health of these two, besides a

" clutch in other fields, is naturally of interest and concern to this .
country as they have to do with the quality of higher education
and the availability of quality human resources to different fields
of endeavour that have a bearing on taking India forward. This
was indeed the motivation which drove Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
all those decades ago, to take a speciai interest in setting up
institutions of learning in science and engineering that would rear
generations of students of the highest bracket who would become

levers of self-reliance and excellence. It is natural for our people

to show concern for the IITs and IIMs, but to set off an out-of--
season debate is another matter. Minister of state for environment
‘Jairam Ramesh unnecessarily set off a flurry this week when he

described the IT'Ts and IIMs as “excellent™, but not “world class™. *
Mr Ramesh is entitled to his views as a citizen, but a minister in. -

the government — in whose hands lies much of the financial and:
admiypistrative contrel that can make or break the institutes in
guestion — is expected to give greater evidence of balance and
sense of occasion in his utterances. Since educational institutions
fall within the purview of other areas of the government, not the
environment ministry, Mr Ramesh also exceeded his brief as ‘
minister and stepped into regions superintended by other UPA-2
colleagues, not expectedly inviting a riposte, and setting off a
fruitless debate. Such a discussion within the right forum — say
Parliament, when appropriations for departments and ministries
are being debated — would have served a purpose, drawing
attention to key aspects in the working of IITs and IIMs (and
other institutions). But the way it turned out, we only have been
witness to sterile fulminations.
The minister’s off-the-cuff remarks presumably meant that the
IITs and IIMs do not produce adequate cutting-edge research, The
‘Teasons are many, and Mr Ramesh might have done well 1o
reflect on them in public as he took a swipe at the famous ‘
institutions. Indeed, he might have struck a sympathetic chord
with his interlocutors had he noted that within the monies
available to them these colleges were doing a fine job, but are still
way behind famous American, European, or even some Chinese
centres of academic excellence for want of funds, To take an
-example, if India spends $8 billion on research, the 1JS spends
1250 bilbon.This gap In the minister’s public expression has
» been filled by human resources development.minister Kapil Sibal,
' who drew attention to the crucial difference in “eco-systems”,
picking an expression that might be otherwise in the toolkit of the
environment minister! The funds crunch can be addressed when
private industry spends more on research (for which it might need
a tax break), and top educational institutions come to enjoy
greater academic autonomy and freedoms, and can offer their
faculty higher remunerations and better work conditions, It is in
the end a systemic matter going far beyond particular educational
institutions. ‘ :
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ITsmiles for children of a lesser god

PATNA, 27 MAY: As these children of a less-
er god danced on the streets of Patna, cel-
¢brating an achievement that tll recently
was considesed the privilege of a few, their
- joy said it all. .

A_number of unprivileged children,
many of them from the families of truck
drivers, mobile mechanics, roadside ven.
dors and marginal farmers have cleared
the prestigious Indian Institute . of
Technology Jeint Entrance Examination, in
what many see as urban Indm getting a stiff
challenge from rura} India. '

Not a little of the credit for their achieve-
ment must go to Super-30, a free coaching
institute run by Bihar mathematician
Anand Kumar which is focussed on help.
ing people from the unprivileged class
crack the prestigious HT-JEE. This year, 24
such students out of a total 30 from the
Super-30 cracked the 1IT-JEE. Almost all
the Super-30 students came from the
underprivileged families which could not
afford to admit their wards to costlier
coaching institutes that are opening up
their shops at every nook and corner and
claiming to make every candidate 1 Tian,

So far, a total of 236 children from the
under-privileged backgrounds have made
it to the {IT owing to the brilliant cfforts by
the Super-30. “This indicates a radical
change in the society. It looks like urban
India is getting challenged by the rural
India. They have been awakened now and

+that no one can prevent them from achiev-
ing their goals,” said Mr Kumar, the

founder of Super-30, wearing 2 wide smile
on his face soon afier the results came out.
A case in point is that of Dharmpal
Yadav, son of a truck driver, who deared
the 1T this time. When Dharmpal catled
up his father Mr Rampravesh Rai who was
then driving a truck in Kolkata, on his
mobile phone to inform he has been
sclected for the IIT, the latter shouted
back: “Kyz [IT mein bo gaya (What's this
{IT)?" But his joy knew no bounds afer it
was explained to him about the prestige of
getting into the HTs. :
. The father of another successful candi-
dare, Jatindar Kumar is 4 roadside vendor
who sells catables on his hand cart in
Punjab. The father of Ms Privanka Sharma
is a mobile mechanic whereas Kunwar
Barister Singh's father is a marginal
farmer. Satish Kumar's father runs a betel
shop while Ayush Agrawal is an orphan
who lost his father miany years back. A very
common clement among all is that they all
come from poor families, and faced hard-
ships on a daily basis, but they did not suc-
cumb, “We never thought we will ever
clear this prestigious examination but
thanks to Anand Sir, we have cur dreams
fulfilled now,” said a beaming Abhay
Kumar, whose father is a clerk in an wnaid-
ed school, | - .

, Many said they did not have money for
tuition and books but the able guidance of
Super-30 hclped them achieve what many
said they did not think of even in dreams.

In fact, the impact of Super-30 has now

spread far and wide. Not long back, US
President Mr Barack Obama's special
envoy to the Crganisation of Islamic
Conference, Mr Rashid Hussain wsited

Super-30 to thank the mathemaries wizard -

for his self-less service in shaping the
careers of talented people from the undet-
prwvileged class, ,

It was recently featured by the Time
magazine as the “best school in Asia”. The

. Discovery Channel has also made an hour-

long documentary on the institute while a
film made on it by Christopher Michel
went o1 t0'win a Viewers' Choice Award in
the USA. Two Japanese channcls have also
made films on Super-30. -

- What's remarkable about this institure is
“that it gives poor 1T aspirants not only

free coaching but also free food and lodg- .
ing. The entire expenditure is horne by Mr

Kumar himself Mr Kumar's own Lfe has -

been full of struggles and Sper-30 had its
gensis in his own childhood hardships
which saw him rejecting an offer 10 study
in Cambridge University owing to severe
financial crisis in his family after the sud- _
den demise of his father, '

To make both ends meet and continue
his studaes. his mother prepared papad
which he sold door wo door.

o In 2002, he setup the Super-30 inspiture

with free food, free board and free coach-
ing for 30 poor, tiented children cach
year to ensure their careers would not
crash midway owing to financial con-
straints. manoj chaurasia

Hindustan Times ND 28-May-11
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Ramesh ‘relieved’
at ‘civilised entry
into IIT" n

GUWAHATL, 27 MAY: Uriion environ-

e

ment min-
ister  Mr
i Jairam

¥ Ramesh
(see
photo),
who rece-
ntly stired
up z con-
) troversy for
his comment on 1T and 1IMs, today
appeared relieved ar the 13th conve-
cation of T, Guwahati saving he was
half expecting’ a black fiag demon-
stration. 7

“1 had a civilised entry into IIT,
Guwahati today. I had half expect-

ed a black flag demonstranon,” Mr

Ramesh said at the beginning of his
convocation address. .

“1am gratefud for the faculty not
giving vent to théir Teclings,” Mr
Ramesh said, referring to the sty
dent protest at TISS, Mumbai when
he had gone there o address its
convocation on 11 May.

Mr Ramesh, on 23 May, had
kicked up a storm claiming that the

faculties at the ITs and 1IMs were -

ot world class, but the students

were. pti

‘Ramesh "relieved’ at ‘civilised entry into IIT, Guwahati
GUWAHATL: Environment minister Jairam Ramesh, who . .
recently stirred up a controversy for his remark on IITs

and ITMs, on

F
tion of IIT, Guwt;ahati. "I had a civilised entry

Guwahati. I had half expected a black flag demonstration,”

Ramesh said.

iday appeared relieved at the 13th convoca-
into IIT,
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Ramesh’sIIT, IIM
remark draws
mixedre actlons

BS REPORTERS |
Bangalore/Kolkata/Chennai, 27 May

ENVIRONMENT and Forests Minister
Jairam Ramesh, an ITTian himself, may
have found India’s premier institutes hard-
- ly world-class, butthe Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs), Indian Institutes of
‘Technology (ITs) and Indian Institute of
Science (11S¢) donot begtodiffer much.

“He (Jairam Ramesh) is completely -

off the mark,” said Prakesh Apte, former
director, IM-Bangalore. He, however,
agreed: “Noone is claiming that the IIM
faculty is comparable toits Ivy League
counterparts, but it would be worthwhile
toremember that the IIMs produce grad-
uates who are noless than their peersin
any part of the world.” Going by the in-
put-output function, one could safely de-
duce that the faculty members were do-
ing a good job, he added. .

IIT-Kharagpur Professor B K Math-
ursaid: “IIT-Kharagpur and IISc are
twoinstitutes that have been selected in
the Shanghai rankings, Given that these
rankings are based on statistics and facts,
thisis significant. And, given that both
have made to the rankings meant for
world unjversities despite being tech-
nological institutes, itis a big deal.”

A senior professor of IISc, an ex-I11T-
ian himself, said: “Not all the research done
atthe IITs and IISc would be world-class.”
I1Sc was conceived asa ‘research insti-
tute’ or ‘university of research’ by Jam-
setji Nusserwanji Tatain the twilight years

Envi 1t and Forests Minist

Jairam Ramesh at the 13th convocation

of iT-Guwahati on Friday. PHOTO PTI

ting only $8 billion. Researchis anex-
pensive process. It needs sophisticated
equipment to reach from hypothesistoa
result through experiments. That is miss-
ing. Though the government has started
pumping in money into research, itis not
comparable to what Harvard or MIT gets.
Moreover, compared to an institution like
MIT, which was established almost 150
yearsback, our research culture is late.
IITsstarted only 50 years back.”
IIM-Bangalore’s Apte said the com-
pensation an IIM faculty member re-
ceived was nowhere near what his peers
in the West got. With new IIMs being set

of the 19th century. Today, it up, the administrators are
hascometobethepremier yyy AT'S THE faced with the challenge of
institution with regard tore- offering the social infra-
search in the sciences in In- GOOD WORD structure that the youth is

dia. “InIITs,about 15-20 per  m World-class: As demanding e take up teach-

centofthe faculty and the re- ood as the best in ing jobs. “Apart from good
search done would be world- ?he world \ pay scale, they ask for good
class. Inthe case of IISc, you education for their children,

could add five. percent M Excellent: Extremely  good career opportunities
more,” the professor added. good. Twoof the for their spouses, also well-

“IIM-Ahmedabad re- synanymsare qualified in most cases.
jectsastudentwithagrade - ‘outstanding’,which  Hence, the government

pointaverage and he ulti- means extremely should also focuson creat-

mately finds acceptancein good; and

ing world-class social in-

Harvard Business School.  ‘geceptional,which ~ frastructure for the next

Globally, research and de-

meansunusually good  Beneration of faculty in

velopmentis growing at5 - these new IIMs.”

percent. Itis growing at9 5"”";—,3,*,’;}33%3,"”?;; « “Inall foreign universi-
percent in Indiaand 15 per ties, there is a compulsory re-
cent in China. Inresearch quirement that each faculty

terms, India is currently 41st in the
world, but will become fourth by 2020.
Also, téstament to this merit is the fact
that most IITs and 1IMs are now hunt-
ing grounds for foreign universities that
have entered into partnerships for re-
search, because the next wave of re-
search will come from the developing
world,” said Arup Datta, managing con-
sultant, PricewaterhouseCoopers.

A senior representative from IIT-
Madras, without wanting to be identi-
fied, said: “I think this (Ramesh’s com-
ment) is an off-the-cuff remark that me-
diais blowing up. The minister has not
mentioned any benchmark on the basis
of which he is comparing the IITs and
their faculty.” He argued that focus on
researchin Indiastarted only 15 years
ago, unlike in the West, and the results
have only started to come now.

“A full-fledged serious research needs
adequate infrastructure, but the funds to
setup this were not adequate foralong
time. Things are changing now. Much big-
ger support from the government start-
ed flowing inrecently. But thatis gross-
lyinadequate to create the kind of infra-
structure we require for more research.”

K Krishnaiah, dean (academic re-
search), IIT-Madras, said: “We cannot
compare IITs with institutions like MIT.

They get $250 billion, whereas we are get-

member come up with some research
every day. In India, there are many facul-
ty members who do net doresearch atalll”
said M J Xavier, director, IIM-Ranchi.
Nasscom chief Som Mittal, an IIT and
IIM alumni, said: “We have created
some very good institutions here and the
fact that even multinationals come and
hire from here is atribute to what these
institutions are doing. The constraint to-
day is we need more faculty members.
So, the issue is what we don’t have - the

question is what more we want to have.” -

When IIT-Madras alumni and Infos-
ys CEO & MD S Gopalakrishnan was
asked how he would compare an ITT with
global institutes, he said: “The system
is different because the same faculty
abroad in a different system will behave
differently - so you can’t actually com-
pare. And the same people (faculty),
when they go abroad, do very well. So, I
would not make the comparison. The
systems are very different.”

He, however, added: “Since IITs are

the premier institutions in India, their
faculties are the best. And, IITs have a
system of research-based education
which is also very unique in India. It re-

quires good faculty.
(Inputs from Kalyan Ramanathan,
Praveen Bose, Bibhu Ranjan Mishra,
Swati Garg & T E Narasimhan)
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Lists ministry's tie
with lITs, asks
graduates to follow
Nehruvian principles

1

OUR POLITICALBUIIEAU

NEW DELH! .

Five days after he sparked off a
controversy over the quality of re-
searchandfacultyattheII'Ts, Envi-
ronment Minister Jairam Ramesh
was at [IT Guwahati on Friday de-
livering the convocation address.
In a tacit acceptance that respon-
sibility for ensuring a culture of ra-
search in the IITs lay as much with
the institutions as with govern-
ment and industry, Ramesh
stressedontheneed to“maximise”
the partnership withthe ITTs.

“We need to maximise the part-
nership between the ITTs and rest
of industry ontheonehand andall
our activities on the other,” Ra-
meshsaid. )

In what could be seen as an effort
to smoothen ruffled feathersRa-
mesh referred to his long involve-
ment with IIT as well as the close
working relationship between
these institutes and his ministry.

Economic Times, ND 28-May-11 3

Ramesh Attempts to Smoothen Rufﬂed Feathers atIIT

“My association withTIT goes back
to 1963 and not many people can
claim a 48-year-old association
WithIIT,” he said.

Ramesh drew attention to the En-
vironment Ministry’s use of the
IIT system, Last year, the ministry
signed an agreement with an IIT
consortium to draw up a compre-
hensive management system for
the Ganga, The project is worth Rs
17 crore. “We brotight a consorti-
um together and they are now pre-
paring a comprehensive river ba-
sin management plan for the
Ganga River. This is a big study.
This contract was about to be given
to an American company, but I in-
tervened and said let's give it to
IITs. Let’s use this faculty, system
and students. Let’s build up the ca-
pability of the IITs. Similar initia-
tives will be talken in otherriver ba-
sinsaswell," he said.

This is not the only project for
which the Environment Ministry
has turned to the IIT system. Be-
sidesitsparticipation intheconsor-
tium, IIT Guwahati is also studying
the cumulative environmental im-
pact of hydel projects in Arunachal
Pradesh. IIT Delhi was involved in
designing the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Pollution Index, IIT
Roorkee is undertaking a compre-
hensive river basin study of the
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Alaknanda. Ramesh also referred
to a Tea Board project that was giv-
en to IIT Kharagpur during his ten-

ure as minister of state for com-

merce in the earlier government.
Despite all this, it would appear
that concerns about the state of re-
search and fostering of aculture of
research weighed heavily on the
minister’s mind. Addressing the
graduating students, Ramesh ad-
vised thento imbibe scientifictem-

per advocated by late Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru.

“The essence of Nehru's fixation
on scientific temper was this—a
questioning mind, pushing the
limits, not getting encumbered or
structured by narrow limited con-
cerns, not afraid to be inconsistent
with changing facts and circum-
stances but always proceading on
the basis of objective realities, not
prisoner of any dogma, medern or

archaic. Andlet me tell you—mod-
ern-day dogmas canbe asdevastat-
ing as ancient ones,” Ramesh said
in hisaddress.

On Monday, the Environment
Minister had sparked off a contro-

versy by saying that there was

“hardly any worthwhile research”
from the IITs and that the “IITs are
excellent because of the quality of
students, not because of quality of
researchor faculty”. .
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Bright achievers
‘Results showcase small town successes

THE names Prudhvi Tej Immadi, Shubham Mehta and Sumegha -
Garg have suddenly become familiar, as these youngsters have
achieved instant fame after achieving top positions in the TT-JEE
results, They are all hard working and focused, as one has to be to
achieve a rank in these tough entrance examinations, but they also have
another thing in common — they belong to small towns, v

Indeed, it is said that success has many fathers. There are many
tuition institutions that claim these toppers as their own. Affirma-
tive action programmes too have reason to be happy abouit thie $uc="
cess of their students who belong to poor families. In fact, there
has besna significant rise in, the nnmber of SC. ST,and QBC can- .
. didates who have scored well énough to make it to the open cat-
egory list. Celebrating the success of those who faced tremendous
odds, should, however, not eclipse the achievement of those who
were better off materially and lived in bigger cities. In the final,
analysis, it is evident that these achievers had the drive, born out
of the will of bettering their lot, of going the extra mile and hav-
ing the readiness to sacrifice immediate gratification for future
gains that contributed immensely to their success at what is
arguably the toughest entrance examination in the country.
Naturally, those who score high in thiis examination are the best and’
the brightest. It is a sign of the times that some of them are already
looking at this as a stepping stone towards a career in the civil servic-
es. It is unfortunate that students with a future in engineering want to
shift to civil administration, We must ask ourselves why profession-
als aspire to become civil servants, even as we celebrate the success
of these world-class minds with a very bright future, The nation will,
no doubt, be richer by utilising their talent effectively.
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Defending IITs

This has reference to “In
defence of the HTs: An '
insider's view” (Business
Line, May 27). Politicians
have, of laté, developed the
nasty habits of making
unwarranted remarks,
much to the chagrin of all
concerned.

If, indeed, the IITs and
the IIMs are not world-
class, as the Minister
contends, then why should
the best of students seek
admission to these
institutions, often going
through the rigours of
intensely competitive
examinations where even
the fraction of marks lost or
gained could make a big
difference.

And how is it that, when
they come out of these °
institutions in search of a
job or otherwise, they are
well-recognised as
abundantly talented and
particularly qualified to
deliver the goods?

There is absolutely no
doubt that, globally, all these
institutions, including the

front-ranking NITs, carry a
distinctive brand that makes

abig difference in the way
the graduates from these
institutions are perceived
and rated.

Rather than criticise such
centres of learning, the
Government must grant
them greater functional
autonomy and adequate
funding so they consistently
upgrade their R&D and
maintain their status as
premier institutions of
national importance.

S. Umashankar

Cleansing politics

“Golden chance to cleanse
politics” (Business Line,
May 28) raised some very
valid points.

Indeed, nothing could be
more appropriate than
strengthening the
panchayati raj institutions. I
fully endorse the author’s |
selection of Naresh Gupta
for SEC.

It is imperative that the
politiés at the grassroots is
cleansed, with the same
fervour as being displayed
by the television channels in
exposing corruption in the
election of the nation’s MPs.

R. Sundaram

" Letters to the editor and contributions can be sent
by e-mail to: bleditor@thehindu.co.in
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What about the IT'Ts of legal education?

The national law universities haven't done too well in terms of writing in refereed journals or in major research

The recent comment by Jairam Ramesh
on thefaculty and research standardsat
IOTsand[IMshascreatedaflutter Atone
level, this comment can be'seen as run-
ning down premier institutions like the

IITs and ITMs. However, atanotherlevel, .

" Ramesh’s comments also provide an op-
portunity to assess research standards,
notjustat [ITsandIIMs, butacrossdisci-
plines and institutions of higher educa-
tion inIndia. This piece wishes toignite
the debate on legal research in premier
nationallaw universities (NLUs).

Last year, PM Manmohan Singh de-
scribedlegaleducationinIndiaasa“sea
of institutionalised mediocrity”. Legal
education has always received step-
motherly treatment from the govern-
ment and has often not been the first
choiceof brightstudents and their ever-
aspiring parents. However, things start-
ed to change with the advent of NLUs—
the most significant change in Indian
legal education in the last two decades.

- Referred to by the PM as “islands of ex-
cellence” in the sea of institutionalised
mediocrity; the first NLU was set up in
Bangalore in 1988 and this was followed
by more NLUscomingup in Hyderabad,
Bhopal, Kolkata and Jodhpur in the
1990s. As of today, there are about 15
NLUs in India with the latest one
planned to come up in the Northeast,
These NLUSs, often described asITTs and
IMs of legal education, have beensetup
to become centres of excellence in legal
educationbyattractingquality students
to study law, and producing quality re-

_ searchandlegal scholarshipbyfaculty

NLUshave been very successful inat-
tracting bright students to study law.

Studentspassingoutof these NLUshave

- almost6,000from last year.

been able to secure high paying jobs in

national and international organisa-
tionsand have alsobeenawarded presti-
gious scholarships liké Chevening,
Rhoedes and Inlaks. The success of NLU
students has increased the popularity of
legal education, which is evident from
the fact that this year close to 24,000 stu-
dentsappeared for therecently conduct-
ed Common Law Admission Test for
admission to 11 NLUs, an increase by

The stupendous perfor-
mance of NLU students of-
ten givestheimpression, to
an outsider, that these in-
stitutions have - equally
Impressive research stan-
dards and credentials.
Although few NL.Us have

lack of a vibrant community of post-
graduate research and doctoral stu-
dents; and heavy teaching and evalua-
tion load as also pointed out by the
Nationa] Knowledge Commission in its
reportonlegaleducation. Barringa few
notable exceptions, most NLUs have not
been able to attract and retain NLU
alumni to teach. The majority of NLU
students, after completing their under-
graduate degrees and studyingfor high-
er degrees in the West, opt
for an academic career in
the US, UK, Singapore and
other such places or with
private universities in In-
dia, where remuneration
is much more attractive,
Even if some of them
joined NLUs; they didn’t

made efforts to boost a Ll stay back. This is in sharp
research culture, on the PRABHASH contrast to I'Ts and ITMs,
whole, the research stan- RANJAN Wwhere many OT and IIM

dards at NLUs are still not

faculty members have

at the level that national

level institutes should have. With some
notableexceptions, there is minimal ev-
idenceof faculty members of NLUs pro-
ducing outstandinglegal scholarshipin
international refereed journals or pre-
senting works in major international
conferences or involved in collaborative
research with other institutions or uni-

. versities—parameters often regarded

most important globally to judge there-
search performance of universities.

- Thereareseveralreasonsforthislike
inadequate service conditions for the
faculty andthusthefailuretoattract tal-
entedacademiclawyers; notsostimulat.
ing research envirenment; lack of ade-
quate incentives to undertake research;

themselves been the alum-

niof theseinstitutions,
Thefinalpointisregardingremuner-
ation, which plays a vital role in attract-
ing talent and hence boosting research
standards. Remuneration structures
are not attractive enough at NLUs,
notwithstanding the implementation of
the Sixth Pay Commission’srecommen-
dations. Freshlaw graduatesfrom NL,Us
often earn more than what a professor

with a PhD and with 10 years of experi--

enceatNLUearns. Butthisissomething
in which NLUs cannot do much unless
they getsupportfromthe government. It
the government seriously wants a
world-class faculty, it should devise at-
tractive salary structuresfor university

academicians, including NLUs’, inde-
pendent of salaries of civil servants.
There should be a separate pay commis-
sion for university academicians. It is
erroneous toequate salary stritctures of
theteachingprofession, wherethereisa
major shortage, with salary structures
of all-India central services, where the
numberof aspirantsonly keepsincreas-
ing,thusprovidingamuchlargerbasket
toselectfrom.

NLUs are young and promising insti-
tutions and it will be unfair to judge
them andtheir faculty too harshly inthe
relatively short period of their exis-
tence. Notwithstandingthe constraints,
NLUsand theirfacultyhavedone wellin
comparison to most law departments in
conventional Indian universities,
which have existed for long. Neverthe-
less, thereisroomforimprovement. The
faculty at NLUs has to rise to the occa-
sion and produce world-class research
onaconsistentbasis.NLUshavetothink
of ingenious ways to atiract good facul-
ty—something like paying signing
bonuses to new faculty that IIT Bombay
did is worth considering. NLUs also
need to incentivise research; find ways
and means to provide attractive com-
pensation to faculty; and develop a vi-
brant post-graduate community of re-
searchers. Ramesh’s comment should
stir NLUs as well and should be used as
an opportunity te bring meaningful re-
formsinlegalresearch,sothatlaw,asan
academic discipline, attains its rightful
placeinoursociety.

Theauthorisassistant professor at Na-
tional Universityof Juridical Sciences,
Kolkata. Thesearehis personal views
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Coaching to Vlctory

What would !IT-JEE do without
brilliantly tutored examinees?

hile comparing the calibre of the students of the Indi-

W aninstitutes of Technology versus the teaching facu!-
' ty there, Jairam Ramesh left out one crucial element
inthe equation: the coaching classes. Even if the much-vaunted
tech schools’ teachers do not match up to the environment min-
ister's exacting world standards, our tutorial networks certainly
do. With places like Kota notching up adisproportionate number
of successful ‘candidates’, something has to be said for the un-
sung pedagogues in countless cramped coaching centres who
turn raw talent into well-synchronised examination clearing
machines. Judgingbythe array of youngpeople who have chart-
ed their path to lIT and future success through their classes and
postalnotes, it may not be fanciful toimagine that without them,
no world-class Indian child would ever clear the formidable IT
Joint Entrance Examination. Then, horror of horrors, 1T teach-
ers (substandard or otherwise) would be left withempty classes.
Of course, brilliant students shouid not need coaching to clear

an entrance exam. Their senior secondary level board examre-

sults should, ideally, putthemin line for selection. However, the
elaborate network of coaching tlasses would then have to be
shut down. Curiously, while the government hastried toroot out
the tuition culture inthe Indianschool system, the high-pressure
HT-JEE and its coaching classes attract no such opprobrium.
Maybe the government is chary of affecting the economies of
countless small towns whose coaching classes and boarding
houses would then be put out of business. But would they? They
could always outsource their world class student-mentoring
skilis to the US, which is getting increasingly wary of China and
India’s brainpower anyway.
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CRACKING IIT JEE

'FOCGUS GETS YOU SUCCESS'

Mid Day ND 26.05.2011 P-5

Says Ghaziabad student Dravyansh Sharma, who
after topping CBSE, hecame a Delhi topper with
Al India Rank of 7

VATSALA SHRANGI
vatsala. shrangi@mid-day.com

TWO days after he was in
news for being an all India
CBSE topper, Ghaziabad stu-
dent-,

Dravyansh Sharma is in
news again. This time for top-
ping the Delhi region in the IIT
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) where he has got the All
India Rank (AIR) of 7.

"1 was surprised when | got
to know that I have stood 7th
in the country,” said an elated
Sharma. "My parents just
couldn't believe it. All my rela-
tives and friends were more
than elated. Nobody had
expected that I would top the
Delhi region," said he,
Sharma, who had scored an
aggregate of 98.6 per cent in
class XII board examination,
had done his two-year IIT
coaching from Vidya Mandir
Classes in Punjabi Bagh, Dethi.
"Focus in whatever you do gets
you success,” says this aspiring
computer engineer, who
enjoys reading novels, party-
ing on and off and playing
badminton. "I have high
hopes from him. He has done
us proud again. It is a moment
of great pride for us," said
Dharamveer Sharma, his
father.

‘NEVER EXPECTED
GREAT RESULT*

st L,

. A science student, Shashank

Jain had never set a time-table
for his studies and only spent
three to four hours a day on
studies. On Wednesday, this
student of Mother Teresa
Public School in Preet Vihar
was sleeping at his home
when he got a call that he had
got an AIR of 25 in IIT JEE.

"I jumped on hearing the
news as I had never expected
such a great result though I
was sure that I would crack
the JEE,” said an excited Jain
who had taken his two-year
coaching from FIITJEE,

Jain, who had scored 97
per cent in the class XII board
examination, aspires to be a
mechanical engineer and
wanit$ to study and earn for his
country only. He loves com-
puter games, comic movies,
table tennis and cricket and is
a great fan of Hrithik Roshan's
style and attitude.

"This is the best day of my
life. My son's achievement is
my achievement. We never
forced him to take up any par-
tcular discipline; it~ was
always his choice to be an
engineer. Today, he has
proved himself right, " said
Mukesh Jain, Shashank's
father.

WALKING THE
EXTRA MILE

FNY.

A resident of Saharanpur,
Uttar Pradesh, Harshit Jain
couldn't stop himself from
smiling almost all through the
day when the results of IfFT JEE
were declared, He had every
reason to do so as he had
secured an AIR of 55. Jain had
literally walked that extra mile
to’ crack the examination for
he used to come to Delhi every
weekend from his home to
attend coaching classes.

“l was sure that 1 would

crack the IIT no matter what
but I couldn't believe that I got
AIR 55 which I had never
dreamt of. Though it was tax-
ing for me to travel such a long
distance every week, but
today I feel it was worth the
effort,” said he.

Jain is now looking for-
ward to have a great time once
his classes begin. He had
always dreamt of being a sci-
entist and from class V had
been a keen watcher of televi-
sion show Dexter’s Laboratory.

Jain, who was a student of
Gyankalash  International
School in Saharnpur, scored
89 per cent in class XII exami-
nation. His father, who runs a
confectionary shop had never
thought that his son would be
a star one day. .

“My parents thought  was
crazy when as a kid I told
them that I wanted to be a sci-
entist like Newton. But, they
never stopped me from pursu-
ing my dream. Today, they are
more proud and happy than I
am," said he. An introvert by
nature, Jain confesses he
wants to have a girlfriend. "I
want to have a girlfriend but I
am too shy to talk to anyone,"
said he.

Jain was lent a helping
hand by his coaching institute
FIITJEE who enrolled him
under their 'Fortune 40, a pro-
gramme where students are
provided free lodging and
study assistance. "At FITIJEF,
we like to nurture our students
through a holistic education
system. It is an extremely
pleasant experience to see
more and more of our stu-
dents as the top rankers, year
after year, in not only IIT-JEE
but other competitive exams
as well," said D K Goel,
Chairman, FITTJEE.

‘CRACKING JEE, A .

Delhi’s Sumegha Garg, who
has topped among gitls all
over India with a rank of 12,
did her schooling from R B
DAV Senior Secondary School
in Chandigarh and took coach-
ing classes from Narayana IIT
Academy in Punjabi Bagh,
Delhi.

An overjoyed Sumegha
said “It is one of the toughest
entrance exams in the world
and clearing it with such good
position is pure joy. With a
good rank, I can now also
choose the stream I want to
pursue.”

Sumegha, who used to
study for six hours after school
and had scored 90.4 per cent
in class X1I exam, loves to play
cricket and badminton. “We
wanted her to be a doctor but
she has done us proud.
Though it was always her
choice what she wanted to be,
but I still wish that she joins
Civil Services,” said Devinder
Pal Garg, her father,
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:FIRST LIST ON‘JUNE 219

The results of ITs’ Joint
Entrance Examination that
were declared on Wednesday
saw 13,602 students clearing
the examination. IT-Madras
zone aspirant Immadi
Purudhavi Tej topped the
examination followed by
Shubham Mehta of IIT-
Bombay zone who got the

second rank, Shyamak
Reddy and Burle Sai Kiran
from Madras zone grabbed
the third and fourth ranks
respectively. The first list of
seat allotment will be
uploaded on lIT-Kanpur’s
website on June 21 whereas
the second list will be issued
on July 6.
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